
Dear Parents,  

February was a great month, 

with lots of academics and a 

variety of other activities as 

well.  We celebrated Valentineõs 

Day wearing red and pink, and 

exchanging acts of kindness as 

well as valentines.  Grades one 

through six had the opportunity 

to go skiing, as part of the out-

door pursuits component of the 

physical education program.  We 

want children to learn and enjoy 

activities that they can partici-

pate in after they leave school.  

Our final major event was our 

afternoon Greentree School 

Oympics.  We began with an 

opening ceremony in the gym, 

complete with Rav Lalõs Olympic 

torch.  The students then trav-

elled with their buddy groups 

through a variety of centres 

which focused around Olympic 

activities.  There were photo 

opportunities with Greentreeõs 

Olympic cauldron, which was 

made by Gavin Armstrongõs 

grandfather.  The weather coop-

erated and everyone had a great 

time.  Thank you to Cindy Gerodo 

and Jane Smith for planning and 

organizing the event and to all 

the parents that helped,  

Here at the school teachers and 

grade four students completed 

the Alberta Education Account-

ability Pillar, which is a survey of 

various aspects of school life ð 

quality of education, the school 

environment, access to program-

ming, etc.  I hope that all grade 

four parents completed and sent 

in their surveys, as we value a 

balanced response to the survey.  

The results help us fine tune our 

education plan in the spring.  

One of our divisional initiatives is 

the Comprehensive School 

Health program.  This program 

seeks to analyze the strengths 

of our school health in the areas 

of physical activity, healthy eat-

ing, and tobacco use prevention.  

Then we will create an action 

plan to support what we are do-

ing well, and to improve areas of 

weakness.  At present, our com-

mittee, which consists of Victo-

ria Salvatore, Jane Smith, Lisa 

James (parent and public health), 

Katelynn Wood (student repre-

sentative) and me, has completed 

an online survey and received our 

results.  We will be attending a 

divisional meeting in Carbon on 

March 12, to begin creating an 

action plan.  We will want input 

from parents, students and 

staff, so that the plan reflects 

the needs and desires of our 

school community.  We look for-

ward to sharing our results with 

you. 

Teachers spent February 18 and 

19 in Calgary at their convention.  

We began with an uplifting key-

note speaker, Michael Kerr, and 

a serious presentation by Alfie 

Kohn, about some of the prob-

lems with standardized testing.  

We need to remember that pro-

vincial achievement tests are 

just one indicator of student 

achievement, and that not all key 

outcomes can be measured by a 

written exam.  While we believe 

that it is important to prepare 

students for the experience of 

writing achievement tests, we 

know that quality instruction, 

focused on key outcomes, using 

research proven strategies, in-

volving students in their own 

learning, is our key goal.  

There were many other sessions, 

so that teachers could pursue 

areas of need.  Assessment for 

learning, differentiation, inclu-

sion, subject area specialties, 

and administrative sessions were 

all available.  We are fortunate 

to have Corinne Gerling and 

Korilee Marks serve on the con-

vention board, which is the plan-

ning group.  Planning such an 

event is a major task!  

The Friends of Greentree School 

Society, the societal arm of our 

School Council, has allocated 

funds for the purchase of Activ 

Boards for our grade one and 

two classrooms.  These will be 

installed within the next month.  

The teachers are excited to be 

getting them, as they allow for 

great learning experiences in the 

classroom.  Thank you to the 

parents, staff  and community 

members who worked at the 

casinos to raise the funds.   

Until next time,  

Anne Morgan 

March On ...  
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y All 2009-2010 School 

Fees must be paid in 
full by March 31, 2010 
or your account will be 
sent to Collections. If 
you have any questions 
or would like to set up a 
payment plan, please 
come to the office. 

y Next School Council 

Meeting is March 17th, 
2010 at 7pm in the Li-
brary 

y Please DO NOT park in 

the crosswalks! Weôve 
had some near misses 
with children who canôt 
see the on-coming cars 
due to vehicles parked 
in the crosswalk.  

Golden Hills School 

Division #75  

CONGRATS to the 

Grade 3s!! They contrib-

uted $3459.19 to the 

Heart and Stroke Founda-

tion fundraising campaign!!  
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biathlon, curling, ski jumping, 

snack, photo, bobsleigh, and view-

ing Olympics on the ActivBoard.  

All proceeds from the photo op-

portunity will be donated to the 

grade four Relay for Life team. 

Thank you to all the parent volun-

teers who assisted at all the cen-

ters.  Also, thank you to Mrs. 

Flater who provided a copy of the 

song òI Believeó for our opening 

ceremonies.  Jeff Armstrong has 

graciously donated 

the cauldron for Our 

Outdoor Classroom.  

Overall, the Green-

tree School Winter 

Olympics were a huge 

success and everyone 

had fun!  

On the afternoon of February 23, 

the students at Greentree School 

participated in Greentree Winter 

Olympics.  The Winter Olympics 

began with the Opening Ceremo-

nies in the Gym at 12:15.  The stu-

dents paraded in the Gym with 

their provincial and territorial 

flags while the Olympic song òI 

believeó played in the background.  

Mme Morgan introduced all the 

classes, followed by the Athleteõs 

Oath which was said by Jonathan 

Hamm.  The Olympic Torch was 

passed to Mme Morgan and the 

announcement of the commence-

ment of the games was made.  

There were nine outdoor and in-

door stations which were all based 

on the Winter Olympic Games.  

They included: hockey, skeleton, 

T 
he virtue of tolerance was introduced at our virtue assembly by Ms. Con-

norõs and Miss Samuelõs classes.   Tolerance is important in our modern so-

ciety, as we have so many people who come to Canada from different coun-

tries, with their own customs and ideas.  We often get caught up in think-

ing that our beliefs are the only or right ones, but we need to appreciate diversity.  

Other languages, foods, and cultural activities, enrich our lives.  We can encourage 

our children to demonstrate tolerance by exposing them to different food and cus-

toms, and by expressing tolerance ourselves.  

Virtue of the Month - Tolerance 

Barrett Christensen posed picture perfect 

with Rav Lalõs Olympic Torch and Green-

treeõs NEW Olympic Cauldron  

Greentree School 
Olympics 2010 

Here are Megan, Kate, 
Kirsten and Jacobie com-
peting in the Bobsled Olym-

pic event!  

We still have 
some un-
claimed 
dishes in our 
staff room 
from Staff 
Appreciation Week.  Parents 
please pick them up during 
school hours. Thank you!  


