
Dear Parents,  

It is great to be back at 

school, after an enjoyable 

and restful holiday.  I 

hope that you all had a 

Merry Christmas, and will 

enjoy the New Year.  

Thank you again for your 

attendance and support at 

the Christmas Concert.   

We ended the week with 

the assembly introducing 

respect, thanks to the 

classes of Mrs. Evans and 

Ms. Neefe.   We made a 

substantial donation of 

money, food and toys to 

the Salvation Army, and 

had a sing along of tradi-

tional Christmas songs.  In 

the afternoon, everyone 

relaxed with movies, 

games, and food.  It was a 

nice way to end the week, 

after all the hard work 

leading up to the concert.   

Academically, teachers 

and students will focus on 

many of their important 

learning goals over the 

next four months, until 

our next major break.   

The Alberta Education 

Accountability Pillar sur-

vey will be administered 

to grade four students 

and all teachers here at 

the school shortly.  Par-

ents of grade four stu-

dents will receive a copy 

of the survey in the mail, 

and we encourage you all 

to respond to the survey 

by completing it and mail-

ing it in.  Your feedback 

helps us to plan for the 

future, and a response 

from all grade four par-

ents gives us a balanced 

idea of our strengths and 

areas needing improve-

ment.   Please watch for 

the survey in the mail, and 

remember to send it in.   

I am sure that many of 

you are aware that the 

Olympic Torch Run is 

passing through the valley 

next Saturday.  To capi-

talize on this event, we 

are having our own Green-

tree School Olympic 

Torch Run on Friday, 

January 15, starting at 

10:30 on Riverside Drive.  

Please read the article in 

this newsletter for de-

tails, and we hope that you 

can participate with us in 

this memorable event.  

Later in the month, the 

teachers will continue 

their work on assessment 

for learning, as we discuss 

the key outcomes of the 

language arts program of 

studies, and how we en-

sure that learning has 

taken place.  We will be 

discussing how to assess 

these key outcomes, and 

how to engage students in 

their own assessment.  

This is a very exciting 

AISI project!  

Until next time,  

 

Anne Morgan 

 

Happy New Year!!!!  

January 12, 2010 

 

Greentree Gazette  

Remember:  

J School fees are now 
due.  

J Please dress your chil-
dren appropriately for 
the weather!  

J Next Parent Council 
Meeting is January 
20th in the library. 

J We have a lot of arti-
cles in our òLost and 
Foundó. Please come 
claim your items! 

Golden Hills School 

Division #75  

LOST  

2 Library Books at Mrs. 

Messomõs Book Sale 
IF YOU BOUGHT THE BOOKS 

1)  ELECTRICITY BY CHRIS OLLERENSHAW 

2)  MAGIC SCHOOL BUS AND THE ELECTRIC 
FIELD TRIP 

PLEASE RETURN IT TO MRS.MESSOM AS IT 
BELONGS TO THE LIBRARY 

A REFUND OR CHOICE OF A DIFFERENT BOOK 
WILL BE GIVEN 

THANK YOU! 

MRS. MESSOM 
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low Estates.  Grade 5, represent-

ing Nunavut, joins at 15 th  Street.  

The 4/5 class, representing New-

foundland, joins at 14 th  Street.  

4A, representing Nova Scotia, 

starts at 12 th  Street, followed by 

4B, or PEI, at 10 th  Street.  3A and 

3B, representing New Brunswick, 

join at 8 th  Street.  2A, Quebec, 

meets up at 6 th  Street, 2B, On-

tario, at 5 th  Street, and 2C, Mani-

toba, at 3 rd  Avenue.  The ½ and 1A 

classes, representing Saskatche-

wan, join at the ball diamond, and 

1B and 1C, representing Alberta, 

fall in at 2 nd Street.  The kinder-

garten students, representing 

British Columbia, join in at the 

curling rink parking lot.  At the 

large dinosaur, we will have a short 

ceremony, consisting of speeches 

Torch Run Fever !  

Resource Room 

Ramblings    

By Dave Watson  

 and provincial cheers.    A Canadian 

lunch will be served in the arena.  

At approximately 1:00, we will be 

bussed back to the school.  Olym-

pic activities will occur later at the 

school in February.  

We will need parents to volunteer 

to walk with the students and to 

help prepare lunch at the dinosaur.  

If you would like to join us for this 

event celebrating the Canadian 

Olympics, please contact the 

school office at 403 -823 -5244.  

We thank the federal government 

for sponsoring this event, plus Riv-

erside Packers and IGA for their 

donations, EnCana for the use of 

their barbeque, and our School 

Council for all their support.  

In preparation for the Olympic 

Torch Run in Drumheller on Janu-

ary 16, Greentree School will be 

holding their own Olympic Torch 

Run on Friday, January 15, starting 

at 10:30 in the 

morning.  We have 

received funding 

from the federal 

government to or-

ganize an activity 

that allows our stu-

dents to gain an un-

derstanding and 

appreciation of the 

torch run and the 

Olympics.    

Each class is representing a prov-

ince or territory on the torch run.  

The grade sixes, representing the 

Yukon and the NWT, begin at Wil-

It looks like winter is here and 

with it is the weather.  The 

Family Resource Program sees 

too many kids not wearing the 

proper footwear, coats mitts 

and toques.  If you donõt have 

this clothing and you need it, 

please call Dave Watson at 823

-5244.  If you would like to 

make a dona-

tion of winter 

clothes please 

let the school 

know and they 

will go to a 

family that 

can use it.   

Literacy Tip  

for January 

 

 
 

 

Create a small meal or snack 

by reading and following di-

rections from a recipe.   Chil-

dren will learn measurements, 

time, and temperatures, as 

well as how to follow se-

quenced directions.  Pick out a 

recipe and make a shopping 

list together for all the ingre-

dients.  Go to the store with 

your child and find the items 

on your list.  Read the recipe 

and prepare a meal together.  

Enjoy! Dylan Peevey  

Student Council  News   
By Zach Flater 

Thank you for all your support in 

our Christmas fundraising cam-

paigns.  Salvation Army received 

a cheque for $287.00 from the 

White Elephant Sale.  We also raised $241.55 

with the candy gram sale and the money is allot-

ted for new basketball nets outside.  



To contribute to lifelong learning skills, (as people will 

be changing jobs and careers far more often in the 

future!), schools give students foundational literacy 

and numeracy skills.  Students learn how to read, and 

then to think about what they have read.  When using 

the internet, there is so much information available, 

some reliable, some not, that students need critical 

literacy skills to evaluate what they read and see.  

Basic numeracy skills are still important, as calculators 

will only do what we tell them to do, and we have to 

have an understanding to evaluate whether the calcu-

latorõs answer is reasonable.  Students need a basic 

understanding of the physical and social world around 

them, so how they can help resolve issues that face us 

all.  Most importantly, they need to be able to under-

stand how they learn, what their strengths and weak-

nesses are, and what they can do to increase their 

skills and abilities.  These are all the attributes of the 

lifelong learner that the elementary school seeks to 

develop within the students.  These indeed are impor-

tant grades for preparation for life!  

All I Really Need to Know I Learned in Kindergar-

ten  is a simple, heart warming book by Robert Ful-

ghum.  Often, people think that elementary schools 

only teach basic academic skills, and some other 

fun stuff.  Yet elementary schools teach the basis 

of good citizenship and lifelong learning.  Children 

are taught to be organized, responsible, reliable, 

and respectful.  They are taught to share and to 

care about others.  They are 

taught how to eat well and to 

take care of their health.  They 

are taught how to lead active, 

healthy lives.   They are taught 

to complete tasks, and to clean 

up after themselves.  They are 

taught to be respectful, and to 

think of others before they act.  

They are given opportunities to 

develop their creativity and to challenge their 

intellect.  All of these teachings contribute to good 

citizenship.   Of course, the school cannot and does 

not do this by itself, but in partnership with the 

parents and the community.   

ten are approximately 
$108.00 and part-time reg-
istration fees are $68.00.  
Please note that fees are 
subject to change.  Addi-
tionally, fees for full-time 
will be approximately $200 
per month. Registration 
packages are available in 
the office.   

We cannot guarantee your 
child a spot in full-time kin-
dergarten unless they are 
signed up and registration 
fees HAVE been paid. 
Thank you!! 

Greentree School is now taking 
registrations for kindergarten for 
the 2010-2011 school year.  

Children have to be age 5 or 
turning 5 by December 31, 2010 
to be registered.  Parents of 
course have the option to enroll 
their child, or to keep them 
home to mature if they are near 
to the cut-off date in age.  Par-
ents know their children and 
their maturity level best. 

Full-time and part-time kinder-
garten are available.  Registra-
tion fees for full-time kindergar-

 Page 3 

All I Really Need to Know I Learned in Kindergarten  

January and February Calendar Events  

 

January 15th   Greentree Torch Run  

January 20th   School Council Meeting at 7pm in Library  

January 28th   Talent Show at noon in Gymnasium  

January 29th   PD Day - No School  

 

February 15th   Family Day - No School  

February 18 -19th Teacherõs Convention - No School  

February 24th   School Council Meeting at 7pm in Library  

2010-2011 Kindergarten Registration  

Miss Watsonõs kindergarten class 

The safe transportation of children to and from 
school is important.  School buses must meet 
35 federal and provincial government safety 
standards.  Also, there are board policies on 
driver qualification and training, not to mention 
student expectations on riding the bus safely.  
With all these safety policies in place, why are 
there not any seat belts on the bus.  Extensive 
bus collision test demonstrated that the use of 
lap belts may result in more severe head and 
neck injuries that without the belts.  Since stu-
dents are seated in high-backed, heavily-
padded and closely spaced seats, it provides 
the rider with more protection.  The environ-
ment absorbs the pressure of impacts and inju-
ries are kept to a minimum.  In summary, the 
size and construction of the bus ensure it is the 
safest way to transport students. 

Information taken from �$�O�E�H�U�W�D�·�V�� �$�F�W�L�Y�H�� �D�Q�G�� �6�D�I�H��
Routes to School Resource manual.  

SO YOU ASKED �«��Why are there 
no seatbelts on a school bus?? 


